
 

Brian Blade

Louisiana-born, Brian Blade grew up in Shreveport, then New Orleans, where he distilled the unique

drumming styles and musical heritage of the nation's spiritual underbelly into a powerfully swinging

percussive trademark. Nurtured under the watchful eyes of Ellis Marsalis and New Orleans Dixie-drum

masters Johnny Vidacovich and Herlin Riley, Blade learned to find his 'knit in the blanket' of sounds and

styles.

From albums and tours with Joshua Redman and Kenny Garrett, to recent recordings with Bob Dylan

(Time Out Of Mind), Emmylou Harris (Wrecking Ball), Daniel Lanois (Sling Blade) and hero Joni

Mitchell, Brian has shown deep musical instincts and a phenomenal gift for playing music texturally --

both thick and thin -- on the drums. His evolution continues on his astounding, highly acclaimed Blue

Note debut, Brian Blade Fellowship. The line-up of Fellowship, Brian's band, is as potent as its leader's

musical skills: Jon Cowherd, piano and Wurlitzer, Christopher Thomas on bass, Melvin Butler, tenor and

soprano sax, Myron Walden, alto sax, Jeff Parker, guitar; and Dave Easley, pedal steel guitar. This

self-titled album was produced by Daniel Lanois who also guested on the album playing mando-guitar

and Fender Mustang guitar; Mark Howard recorded and mixed at The Teatro in Oxnard, California.

Brian Blade makes music that exists beyond borders. Spirituality, sensitivity, honesty, loyalty, all these

traits feed the theme of the Brian Blade Fellowship. "I want the music to be a fellowship. That's what you

want from the world as a whole. I want the music to project that kind of togetherness. This ideal of

fellowship is something I grew up with. I just want to extend the good memories.
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